
 Golden High School 

 May 12, 2026 

 Dear Joel, 

 On behalf of the students and staff at Golden High School, I wanted to extend our 
 gratitude for your recent presentation on the dangers of distracted driving. 

 It is rare to find a speaker who can command a room full of high school students with 
 such profound impact. While the statistics you shared were sobering, it was your 
 vulnerability in sharing your daughter’s story that truly hit home. 

 The Impact of Your Visit 

 ●  Humanizing the Data:  Putting a face and a name to the statistics transformed a 
 "safety lecture" into a deeply moving human experience. Hearing about your 
 daughter reminded us that one split-second decision can have permanent, 
 devastating consequences. 

 ●  Empowering "The Ask":  One of the most powerful takeaways was your advice 
 on how to handle distracted drivers in our own lives. By giving us the language to 
 ask our friends—and even our parents—to put their phones away, you’ve 
 empowered us to speak up without fear of being awkward. 

 Your willingness to turn such a personal tragedy into a life-saving mission is a 
 testament to your courage. You’ve given us more than just facts; you’ve given us 
 the tools to protect the people we love. 

 Thank you for your time, your heart, and for challenging us to be the generation that 
 ends distracted driving. Please know that your message is making a tangible difference 
 here at Golden High. 

 With sincere appreciation, 

 Sarah Pokorny, LCSW 

 Prevention Specialist 

 Golden High School 


